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INFORM Initiative

INFORM is a multi-stakeholder forum for
developing shared quantitative analysis relevant
to humanitarian crises and disasters.

● INFORM Risk

● INFORM Climate Change

● INFORM Severity

● INFORM Warning (In development)



INFORM Severity Index

Led by a technical working group (CMCC, ACAPS, US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, DFID,
European Commission Joint Research Centre, IDMC,
Karolinska Institute, UN OCHA)

● Composite indicator: 1 (very low) to 5 (very high)

● Measures the severity of humanitarian crises.

● Aids decision making process in resource allocation
for a crisis.

● Regularly updated and easily interpreted model to
assist decision-makers

● Contributes to improved effectiveness and
coordination in humanitarian action.



Drought and Food (in)security in Ethiopia

Climate & Population Change: Drought
Humanitarian Access: War in Ethiopia
Compound Crisis: Drought, War in Ukraine, COVID

Acute Food Security Phase
No. 2 FAO WFP Hunger Hotspot

New Drought Displacements

Ethiopia DRP Sep 2022

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia/document/ethiopia-drought-response-revised-july-december-2022-en


Drought and Food (in)security in Ethiopia

• The SSS scenario , which is coupled with RCP
8.5, emphasises the effects of leaving the current
and future challenges facing food and agricultural
systems unattended.

• The TSS scenario, which is coupled with the
climate change projections associated with RCP
4.5, envisages more equitable societies in which
multiple SDG targets are nearly universally
achieved and agriculture moves toward
sustainability.
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Conclusions
• The current drought in Ethiopia, the worst since 1984, coupled with a series of compound events are
estimated to have increased the number of food insecure in the drought-affected regions.

• In this storyline, the extent to which food crises may become more severe under future climate
change is explored with the aim to understand how food crises can be prevented by food security policies
and European development co-operations and development aid.

• The role of climate and population change is considered using FAO food security projections (RCP4.5-
TSS and RCP-8.5-SSS) and UN population projections. The number of food insecure people is integrated
into the INFORM Severity framework which can be used to provide guidance for decisions regarding
humanitarian aid.


