Simon Merschroth (email: simon.merschroth@pik-potsdam.de)

Interdisciplinary climate researcher combining econometric and qualitative methods to inform policy action. Special
focus on climate risk, human migration, and conflict.

Professional Experience

Since 07/2023 Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Potsdam
Researcher & Project Co-Lead
- Co-lead Climate Conflict Vulnerability Index (open source data tool)
- Econometric research on climate, conflict, and human migration
- Designed and facilitated high-level workshops in Kenya, Nigeria, India
- Contribute to research and stakeholder engagement on the geopolitical risks
of climate change (GeoClimRisk project)

02/2023 — 06/2023 International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Laxenburg
Intern (paid; parallel to completion of master thesis at University of Vienna)
- Harmonized national microdata on living standards and energy usage in R
to create a global database

05/2020 — 12/2022 University of Vienna, Vienna
Project & Teaching Assistant
- Contributed to EU Horizon project on climate migration (HABITABLE)
- Supported launching CliMoHub and funding applications
- Analysis and teaching in R with a focus on migration and hydrology

10/2020 — 03/2021 Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research, Leipzig
Intern (paid; Erasmus scholarship; parallel to taking classes at university)
- Rand ArcGIS analysis of land degradation and migration in Africa

10/2015 - 07/2018 Technical University of Darmstadt, Darmstadt
Lecturer & Laboratory Assistant
- Lecturer on basics of environmental sciences
- Laboratory assistant in lectures on chemistry for engineers

Education

09/2019 — 06/2023 M.A. Geography (with Honours), University of Vienna
- Specialisation: climate mobility, environmental modelling
- Thesis: case study on climate change and habitability (completed 8 weeks
of field work in Ghana; published the thesis as peer-reviewed article)

10/2014 — 03/2019 B.Sc. Environmental Engineering, Technical University of Darmstadt
- Specialisation: environmental modelling and resource management
- Exchanges: University of Nagoya (Japan) and INSA Toulouse (France)
- Thesis: developed and published (peer-reviewed article) a method to
estimate the impact of sea level rise on building material stocks
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from Northern Ghana. ERDKUNDE, 78(1), 35-55. https://doi.org/10.3112/erdkunde.2024.01.02

Merschroth, S. (2021). Climate Crisis Boosts Displacement. https://www.vidc.org/en/topics/migration/climate-
crisisboosts-displacement

Merschroth, S.; Miatto, A.; Weyand, S.; Tanikawa, H.; Schebek, L. (2020). Lost Material Stock in Buildings due to
Sea Level Rise from Global Warming: The Case of Fiji Islands. Sustainability, 12(834).
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Media Coverage: PreventionWeb (interview), Fiji Times (front page)
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Scholarships & Awards

2022
2021

2020 & 2016

Academic Talks (selected)

Field Work Grant University of Vienna (€ 3600)
Academic Excellence Award University of Vienna (€ 800)
Erasmus scholarship (€ 2579) & (€ 2100)

2025

2024

2023

2021

Additional Qualifications

German Federal Foreign Office: International Diplomat’s Programme
United Nations University: Environmental & Climate Mobilities Network
GIZ Nigeria: GeoClimRisk Workshop Nigeria

Berlin Social Science Centre: Migration and Diversity Conference
German Federal Foreign Office: Climate, Peace and Security Programme
German Embassy Kenya: Workshop Climate Conflict Vulnerability Index
Centre for Social and Economic Progress: GeoClimRisk Workshop India
Humboldt University of Berlin: Fragile Lives Conference

Technical University of Berlin: What Works Climate Solutions Summit
Princeton University: Climate Mobilities Workshop

Goethe University Frankfurt: German Congress for Geography
Columbia University: At What Point Managed Retreat

Vietnam Academy of Water Resources: Water Security and Climate Change
Conference

Languages
IT

References

German (native), English (language proficient, C1), French (advanced, B2)

R, Python, ArcGIS, MAXQDA

Available upon request.



