Reusswig, F., Braun, F., Eichenauer, E., Heger, I., Lass, W., Ludewig, T. (2016): 'Against the Wind'. Local Opposition to the German 'Energiewende'; In: "The German Energiewende - What's happening", Special Issue, Utilities Policy, July 2016.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract

A growing number of local energy conflicts around wind power and power-grid extensions are slowing down the deployment of the German Energiewende. In this paper, a local conflict on wind energy in the state of Baden-Württemberg is analysed in detail. In the little community of Engelsbrand, local opposition against a planned wind park was able to turn around a set of favourable a priori conditions, such as a supporting state government planning process, a local supporter group, a transparent planning process, including a majority vote pro wind energy, and a round table discussion. Distancing itself from the NIMBY-explanation (‘Not In My Back Yard’), the paper applies insights from discourse network analysis and micro-sociology in order to study the local conflict dynamics. Special attention is given to the resource mobilisation strategies of the opponents, including social networks, mass and social media use. The paper ends by drawing some general conclusions for the German Energiewende.
