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Current 
Director at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)          since 2018 
PIK’s research has been rated “excellent” during the last Leibniz evaluation       

Professor in Earth System Science, Potsdam University           since 2018 

Professor in Water Systems and Global Sustainability, Stockholm University        since 2018 

Chief Scientist, Conservation International                                                                            since 2018 

Education 
PhD, Natural Resources Management,            1997 
Stockholm University                           

Licenciate of Philosophy (Ph Lic),             1995 
Stockholm University                           

Diplôme d’Agronomie Approfondie,             1993 
Grande École Institut National Agronomique, Paris-Grignon                                                             

Master of Science,                1992 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden                                                                       

Career 
Founding and Executive Director, Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC),        2007 - 2018 
Stockholm University, Sweden   

Executive Director, Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), Sweden          2004 - 2012 

Senior lecturer and regional research coordinator (WaterNet, Southern Africa)      2000 - 2004 
Unesco-IHE, Delft, Netherlands                                                                                                                             

Regional Advisor, Land and water management for SIDA’s Regional Land                     1998 - 2000 
Management Unit (RELMA), East Africa                                                                                                              

https://www.pik-potsdam.de/members/johanro 
director@pik-potsdam.de 
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Membership of boards and committees, scientific advice 
• Earth League, Chair 

• EAT Advisory Board, Chair 

• Earth Commission, Co-Chair 

• United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN),  
Member Leadership Council 

• TIME CO2, Advisory Board Member 

• Mercedes Benz, Advisory Board for Integrity and Sustainability 

• Global Commons Initiative, Expert Panel Member 

• German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina, Member 

• Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Member 

• Future Earth, Co-Chair 

• Global Resilience Partnership, Advisory Council 

• Frontiers Planet Prize, Chairperson Jury       

Research funding highlights 
• Principal Investigator, ERC Advanced Grant, “Earth Resilience in the                      2017 - 2024    
Anthropocene”, European Research Council (ERC)       
    

Awards and fellowships 
• Chemical Engineering Medal, ETH Zurich                       2024 

• Virchow Prize                2024 

• Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement                                  2024 

• TIME100, most influential people in the world                        2023 

• Inductee The Earth Hall of Fame Kyoto                       2022 

• Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Award, Laureate                    2020 

• Honorary Doctorate, Ghent University and Amsterdam University                                             2019 

• Hillary Institute of International leadership, Laureate                                2017 

• Knight of the Legion of Honour, French order of merit         2016 

• Environmental Award (Deutscher Umweltpreis)           2015 

• International Cosmos Prize              2015 

• Award for Conservation Innovation, Zoological Society of London         2015 
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• Humanitas Professor of Sustainability Science, Cambridge University        2014 

• Lawrence Huntington Environmental Prize, The Woods Hole Research Center       2014 

• Marsh Award for Climate Change Research, British Ecological Society        2013 

• Agronomist of the Year, Swedish Association of Professional Scientists        2013 

• Sweden’s Most Influential Person on the Environment, MiljöAktuellt                  2012, 2013 

• Swede of the Year, FOKUS magazine            2009
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