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PROFILE

Johan Rockstrom is an internationally recognized scientist for his work on global sustainability issues.
He helped lead the internationally renowned team of scientists that presented the planetary
boundaries framework, first published in 2009, with an update in 2015. The nine planetary
boundaries presented in the framework are argued to be fundamental in maintaining a “safe
operating space for humanity.” This framework has been embraced as an approach to sustainable
development, and has been used to help guide governments, international organizations, NGOs, and
companies considering sustainable development.

Before focusing on the planetary scale, Rockstrom’s research aimed to address building resilience in
water scarce regions, and is an expert on water resources. After completing a PhD at Stockholm
University’s Systems Ecology Department in 1997, he spent nearly two decades working on applied
water research in tropical regions. He has also published research on with agriculture systems, land
use, and ecosystem services.

Aside from his research helping to guide policy, Rockstrém acts as an advisor to several governments
and business networks. He also acts as an advisor for sustainable development issues at noteworthy
international meetings, such as the United Nations General Assemblies, World Economic Forums,
and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Conferences (UNFCCC, also
known as COP).

He is chair of the steering committee for CGIAR’s Research Program on Water, Land, and Ecosystems,
a member of the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), as well as a
member of several other committees and boards.

Rockstrém acts as chair of the advisory board for the EAT Foundation, a network that integrates
knowledge on food, health, and sustainability to work towards providing environmental limits for
healthy diets of the growing global population. He is one of 20 international scientists working on the
EAT-Lancet Commission, an assessment of the global food system, and whether a transformation
towards healthy and sustainable diets is possible. This assessment is the first systematic analysis of
the food system at the global scale, and is due for completion in 2017. As member of the EAT-Lancet
Commission he co-authored the report Food in the Anthropocene in 2019.

Rockstrém has published over 150 research articles, including articles in Science and Nature, as well
as 25 book chapters. He has also published four books: The Human Quest (2012) and Big World Small
Planet (2015) with National Geographic photographer, Mattias Klum; co-authored Water Resilience
for Human Prosperity (2014); and Bankrupting Nature (2012) co-authored with Swedish writer and
politician, Anders Wijkman.

As a compelling speaker, he engages with popular media on issues relating to sustainable
development.
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PhD, Natural Resources Management, Insitut flr Systemokologie, Universitat
Stockholm

Licenciate of Philosophy (Ph Lic), Stockholm Universitat

Diplome d’Agronomie Approfondie, Grande Ecole Insitute National
Agronomique, Paris-Grignon

Master of Science, Agricultural Sciences, University of Agricultural Sciences,
Uppsala, Sweden

Director, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
Chief Scientist, Conservation International

Executive Director, Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC), Stockholm University,
Sweden

Executive Director, Stockholm Environment Institute (SEl), Sweden

Senior lecturer and regional research coordinator (WaterNet, Southern
Africa) Unesco-IHE, Delft, Netherlands

Regional Advisor, land and water management for SIDA’s Regional Land
Management Unit (RELMA) in East Africa




MEMBERSHIP OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES, SCIENTIFIC POLICY ADVICE
(selection)

Policy and Business Advice
@  Chair, Earth League
@  Co-Chair, The World in 2050

@@= Member of European Commission expert group: Mission Board for adaptation to climate
change including societal transformation

e Advisor, World Economic Forum (WEF)

e» Member Leadership Council, United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network
(SDSN)

@  Board Member, Global Challenges Foundation
e Board Member, KR Foundation

@ Expert Panel Member, Global Commons Initiative
e Trustee, Cool Earth

@ Member, Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

Scientific functions and editorships

@  Chair, EAT Initiative on Health, Food and Sustainibility

@  Chief Scientist, Conservation International

@ Chair of the Steering Committee, CGIAR’s Research Program on Water, Land, and Ecosystems
@=»  Co-chair, Future Earth

@@= Member, International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems

@ Chair, Advisory Board at Stockholm Resilience Centre

@  Editor-in-Chief, Global Sustainability Journal

e Editorship, Ecology and Society

e Member of the Reference Committee, Food and Land Use Coalition

e Chair, Arctic Resilience Report of the Arctic Council
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pp. 462-512.
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Ambio 40 (7), pp. 719-738.

Rockstrom, J., M. Lannerstad, and M. Falkenmark. 2007. Assessing the water challenge of a new
green revolution in developing countries, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the
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Rockstrém, J., M. Falkenmark, C. Folke, M. Lannerstad, J. Barron, E. Enfors, L. Gordon, J. Heinke, H.
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MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS

Global Sustainability

Sustainable Development

Planetary Boundaries Belastungsgrenzen
Public engagement

Water resources and management
Ressource management

Policy

Resilience

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS

Laureate, Hillary Institute of International leadership (2017)

French distinction Knight of the Legion of Honour (2016)

Environmental Award (Deutsche Umweltpreis) (2015)

International Cosmos Prize (2015)

Zoological Society of London Award for Conservation Innovation (2015)

Humanitas Professor of Sustainability Science at Cambridge University (2014)

The Woods Hole Research Center's Lawrence Huntington Environmental Prize (2014)
Marsh Award for Climate Change Research, British Ecological Society (2013)
Agronomist of the Year, Swedish Association of Professional Scientists (2013)
Sweden’s Most Influential Person on the Environment, MiljoAktuellt (2012, 2013)

FOKUS magazine Swede of the Year (2009)
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