


Ernst Ruhdorff
1840-1916

Composer, music teacher
Witness to landscape changes (separation of
commons, meliorations) in his parents’ home
Fights against it; tries to protect nature
Strong aesthetical preference for traditional
landscape
Endangered by: agricultural modernization,
industrialization, infrastructure development,
mass tourism
Creates the term ‘Naturschutz’ (1897)
Founder of Deutscher Bund Heimatschutz (1904)

Origins of Nature Conservation
in Germany 1890-1933

• Nature conservation is a reaction upon the
adverse aesthetical, social and ecological
impacts of industrialization, urbanization and
agricultural modernization.
• It is not motivated by ‘environmental’
concerns exclusively, or even in the first
place. Aesthetical (_the beautiful landscape)
and social aspects (_small farmers and rural
craftsmanship) play an at least equally
important role. Key word: ‘Heimat’).
• The social basis of the nature conservation
movement

• Dominant: The well-educated urban upper class
 (Weber classes 3 and 4)
• To some degree: Smallholder farmers and urban working
class

• Until 1933, NGOs and some Länder laws,
but no German-wide legislation

Deutscher Naturschutztag 1930,
Cottbus, Branitzer Schloßpark
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Upper Class based
Nature Conservation

(Heimat, Beauty)

Working Class based Nature
Conservation (Health,

Freedom)

State based Nature
Conservation (Heimat, Blut &

Boden)

State Based Nature
Conservation (Science,
Ecological Functioning)

Upper & Middle Class
based Nature

Conservation (Science,
implicitly: Heimat, Beauty;

politically adapted)

Environmental Movement
(protection against

(capitalist/industrial) destruction;
politically radical)

Green Organizations (diverse;
science, protection, sustainability,

sometimes: Heimat, Beauty)

GDR Nature Conservation
Movement (science, in part

politically marginalized)

1900 1933 1945 1970 1990



Isle of Rügen



Jasmund National Park



The 8 Clusters in the Social Space
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The Clusters in the Space of
Nature Conservation

Pioneers Followers Sceptics Opponents
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One Goal—Four Reasons
1. Home & Beauty: To protect the beauty and

characteristic historic identity of natural
landscapes.

2. Sustainability: To protect the natural resources
for future generations.

3. Science/ecology: To protect the integrity and
functioning of ecosystems.

4. Ethics: A duty vis-à-vis nature as a goal in
itself.



Four different motives/arguments for nature conservation
– and their relevance to the general population and

conservationists
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Dutch Landscape Preferences by Social
Types

De Groot/van den Born
(2003)
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‘Myths of Nature’ (Cultural Theory)
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