Global Climate Governance
Fall 2020/21

Professor Detlef F. Sprinz, Ph.D.

Purpose and Contents

This seminar provides an overview of global climate governance, incl. overarching
conceptual frameworks, a variety of empirical subdomains, and central challenges
encountered in global climate governance. Using a portfolio approach to
examinations, students will prepare a range of individual and group assignments
throughout the semester.

Learning Goals

Knowledge
Students will:
* gain an overview of theoretical concepts and empirical domains of global
climate governance and
» understand the strategic challenges in managing long-term climate policy
challenges.

Skills
Students will undertake a range of assignments, both individually and in small
groups. In particular, they will broaden their skills basis by
*» introducing the class to two mandatory readings and
» responding to a central, yet hitherto unsolved, global climate policy
challenge.

Competences
Students will:
= apply a range of concepts and methods to generic global climate (and
environmental) governance challenges,
» diagnose as well as propose remedies for long-term environmental climate
challenges,
» explore new ideas for, e.g., for subsequent use in their Master thesis, and
»  work individually as well as in groups on a diverse set of assignments.
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Logistics

Time: — Course Overview

Location: Zoom and (provided it is sufficiently prudent to do so) in-person meetings.
Zoom Details for Module 1 on 05 Nov. 2020 (opens at 8:00h; course starts at
8:30h):

https:/ /uni-potsdam.zoom.us/j/84642011252

Meeting ID: 846 4201 1252

Passcode: 35486328

Dial by your location

+49 695 050 2596 Germany

+49 69 7104 9922 Germany

+49 30 5679 5800 Germany

local number: https://uni-potsdam.zoom.us/u/kefQuLifrK

Zoom Links for Modules 2-13 will be posted to —Moodle.

In case circumstances permit, we will hold small, in-person group consulting
sessions on 26 Nov. 2020 as well as Modules 12 & 13 at the University of
Potsdam. Should circumstances not permit meeting for those modules in
person, we will resort to Zoom. Please check —Moodle for announcements.

Prerequisites: M.A., doctoral student status, or special students in Political Science,
Public Administration, MAIB, or MPM; exceptions at the discretion of the
instructor

Course Registration: —https:/ /puls.uni-potsdam.de, Course: 430511
(you will be admitted to the waiting list). Students without access to
PULS send a brief email to Montana Attwood (—Teaching Assistant)
and indicate (1) first & last name, (2) email (University of Potsdam
email preferred), (4) field und semester of studies, (4) why they cannot
access PULS, and (5) why they wish to take this course.

Deadline for Dropping the Course: 30 Nov. 2020

Credit Points: 5-10 (ECTS)

Course website: Moodle —https://moodle2.uni-
potsdam.de/course/view.php?id=24788

Capacity: 20

Contact Details:
dsprinz@uni-potsdam.de (include “GCG Winter 2020” in the subject line)
WWW.Sprinz.org
Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching Assistant: Ms. Montana Attwood (attwood@uni-potsdam.de)

Practicalities

This course requires usage of Zoom and Moodle for our communication and
interaction. In addition, we may use other digital tools. We will use Moodle for
contents management (self-enrollment for students with a University of Potsdam
account; other students contact the —teaching assistant by email) and Zoom (for
video; access for the second session and thereafter will be published on —Moodle).
In addition to a laptop, you will need a strong internet connection, a microphone,


https://uni-potsdam.zoom.us/j/84642011252
https://uni-potsdam.zoom.us/u/kefQuLifrK
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and a camera. Please make sure that your hardware avoids negative audio
feedback; the use of headsets circumvents such problems.

If you are not actively speaking, please mute your microphone. To preserve
bandwidth, please switch off the video function if connectivity is weak, except when
making an active contribution. For the latter, please also “raise hand” in Zoom
(—participants), and “lower” your hand once you have spoken. In case we
experience systemic problems with bandwidth (or you individually), please use the
call-in (phone) function of Zoom (German & international call-in numbers at
—https:/ /uni-potsdam.zoom.us/u/kefQuLifrK) and access the presentation files
on —Moodle. We will also provide a brief guide to Zoom on —Moodle.

Code of Conduct

Given the current health circumstances, please regularly update yourself on and
follow the policies in force at the University of Potsdam (—https://www.uni-
potsdam.de), the City of Potsdam (—https://www.potsdam.de), the State of
Brandenburg (—https:/ /www.brandenburg.de), and (in case you commute to the
University of Potsdam premises from Berlin) the State of Berlin

(—https:/ /www.berlin.de). The instructor reserves the right to impose more
stringent health policies, given specific circumstances.

All students are assumed to be familiar with and will abide by the rules of proper
academic conduct as specified by the University of Potsdam (—https://www.uni-
potsdam.de/am-up/2011/ambek-2011-01-037-039.pdf), and for courses offered
jointly with other universities and academic programs, their rules apply in addition.
You are expected to undertake all your individual assignments independently. For
group assignments, resulting products shall be authored exclusively by all group
members (with individual components clearly marked). Failure to comply with
such rules may lead to the consequences stipulated in —http://www.uni-
potsdam.de/am-up/2020/ambek-2020-03-088-112.pdf (German) (no current
translation into English available at the time of writing) (§17).

We expect you to respect the Code of Conduct of the University of Potsdam
concerning digital courses (German: —https://www.uni-
potsdam.de/fileadmin/projects/zim/files /UP-
Code_of_Conduct_Videoaufzeichnungen.pdf; English: —https://www.uni-
potsdam.de/fileadmin/projects/zim/files/UP_Code_of_Conduct_videoconference.pd

f).

Each written submission in this course shall include page 2 of —

https:/ /www.uni-

potsdam.de/fileadminO1/projects/wisofak /Dateien/Studium/informationen_f r_ s
tudierende_plagiatssoftware_april 2014.pdf (in German only; also available on the
—Moodle website for this course).

Some students appear to have fallen in love with around-the-clock connectivity and
social media. During our seminar sessions, I expect you to concentrate solely on
this course.

All (personal) information and material that you encounter in conjunction with this
course, on —Zoom, or on —Moodle shall be exclusively used for course-related
purposes.
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Whenever we use outside services, you agree to abide by their respective End User
License Agreement or equivalent. You also accept all rules of academic conduct for
the entire course by submitting the first written assignment, whether this is a
paper, written test, or quiz.

Students are expected to attend all sessions. If you fall ill, please inform the
instructor and teaching assistant with as much lead time as possible. In case you
cannot submit assignments due to medical reasons, you must submit an
appropriate medical certificate. In addition, in case you requst accommodations
(“Nachteilsausgleich”), please inform the instructors to this effect and provide the
necessary documentation during the first three modules of this course.

In case observation of religious obligations interferes with academic deadlines,
please notify the instructor well ahead of the deadlines.

Course Requirements and Grading

Students are expected to attend all classes and read all required readings before
class so as to allow for informed discussions.

This course comprises a portfolio of assignments. Students receiving 5-6 ECTS
conduct Assignment #3 as a group assignment; students wishing to receive 9-10
ECTS undertake Assignment #3 as an individual assignment. Please inform the
—teaching assistant how many ECTS you wish to receive by 12 Nov. 2020 before
undertaking Assignment #3.

Requirements Weight

Oral Participation throughout the course (incl. joint thematic 30%
management of the session with other students who
undertake Assignment #1 & Assignment #2 for the
same module as well as reports as rapporteurs)

Assignment #1: Memo on one journal article, paper, or chapter 10%
(individual assignment)
Assignment #2: Memo on one journal article, paper, or chapter 10%

(individual assignment)

Assignment #3: Solutions to a Specific Global Climate Policy Challenge S50%
(individual/group assignment, incl. video,
presentation, Q&A, and paper)

Course Overview!

Mod Date Time Topic Assignment or Remarks
ule
1 05 8:30- Course Overview
Nov. 9:30h | (instructor)
2020
2 12 8:30- The Science of Guest Lecture by Dr. Daniel Klingenfeld
Nov. 10:00 | Climate Change (PIK): The Science of Climate Change
2020 h

1 The schedule is indicative and subject to short-term changes in view of the then current
epidemiological /pandemic situation. Check the course site on Moodle for updates and
announcements.
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3 12 10:25- | Climate Change Assignment #1 & students will play an
Nov. 11:55 | as a Long-Term online long-term policy game
2020 h Policy Challenge
Opti | 17. 19:30- | Prof. Glenda Register at
onal | Nov. 20:30 | Sluga: Business | https://www.gcr21.org/events/upcoming/
2020 h and Global climate-and-capitalists-the-long-history-of-
Governance of business-and-global-governance-of-the-
the Environment | environment
4 19 8:30- Global Climate Assignment #1
Nov. 10:00 | Negotiations:
2020 h History
) 19 10:25- | Actors I: Assignment #1
Nov. 11:55 | Countries Assignment #3: Suggested Topics will be
2020 h announced
6 26 8:30- Actors II: Non- Assignment #1
Nov. 10:00 | State Actors
2020 h
7 26 10:25- | Compliance & Assignment #2
Nov. 11:55 | Implementation
2020 h
26 18:30- | Mandatory Sessions of 20-30 minutes
Nov. 20:30 | Group
2020 h Consultation
Sessions with
Instructor on
Assignment #3
8 03 8:30- Effective Climate | Assignment #2
Dec. 10:00 | Governance?
2020 h
9 03 10:25- | Compensation/L | Assignment #2
Dec. 11:55 | oss & Damage
2020 h
10 10 8:30- Modeling Global | Assignment #2
Dec. 10:00 | Climate
2020 h Negotiations,
incl. Climate
Clubs
11 10 10:25- | Geoengineering Guest Lecture by Matthias Honegger (IASS):
Dec. 11:55 Carbon Dioxide Removal and Solar
2020 h Geoengineering — Emerging Categories of
Climate Action?
12 17 8:30- Solutions for Assignment #3:
Dec. 11:00 | Long-Term - Video & Extended Outline due on 16
2020 h, Climate Policy Dec. 2020, noon.
3.06. Challenges - Brief Introduction + Q&A on 17 Dec.
S28* 2020
13 17 11:15- | Course Review Assignment #3: Paper due on 13 Jan. 2020,
Dec. 12:00 noon
2020 h,
3.06.
S28*
07 8:30- Backup (please
Jan. 11:55 | keep this time
2020 h slot reserved)
14 8:30- Backup (please
Jan. 11:55 | keep this time
2020 h slot reserved)

*check announcements on Moodle. Zoom will serve as backup.
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Textbook & Readings

Luterbacher, Urs and Detlef F. Sprinz. 2018. Global Climate Policy: Change in an
International Context. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press — University of Potsdam
library (electronic & print copies available).

All other readings can be found on —Moodle.

Assignments

All Assignments

Assignments will be posted to —Moodle well ahead of the deadline. Submission
deadlines are indicated on the — Course Overview.

When composing your individual or group papers, your emphasis is not on
reviewing the material covered in the required readings; it is assumed that you (and
all other course participants) have read it. Read the instructions carefully (!), build
on the required readings, and innovate in a way not found in the required readings.
Leave the reader with the impression that your ideas (either individual or as a
group) have been carefully chosen and could be expanded upon in a longer
research paper or Master thesis. Please note that keeping it short is the art of
structuring one’s mind and concentrating on the main points rather than on
peripheral considerations. It is more difficult to write a convincing short paper
than a long paper!

All papers include your student ID number(s), assignment number (see overview),
and word count on the first page. At a minimum, leave one inch margins from all
four edges of A4-sized sheets. Footnotes shall be kept to a minimum. All text is
1.5-spaced, 11-12 point font. Paper length will be strictly enforced (the word count
includes literally everything). Papers shall be submitted — in PDF format - via
—Moodle by the due date and time (—Assignment). Extensions will be granted only
under extraordinary circumstances, following written petition to the instructor.

For proper citation, please consult —https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/using-sources.

In case of group assignments, all author ID numbers have to be listed, including a
short description who contributed what.

In case you cannot submit assignments due to medical reasons, you must submit a
medical doctor’s certificate to the instructor.

The allocation of individual students into groups is at the discretion of the
instructor.

Individual Assignments will be posted to —Moodle and are outlined below.

Assignments #1 & #2: Introducing the Readings

Sign up for a specific reading via — Moodle Sign-Up Sheet for Assignment # 1 and for
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Assignment #2. Please compose a max. 500 word paper reflecting on the central
arguments of the reading, a critique thereof, and conclude with a lead question for
the class. There is no need for a cover page. Submit the short paper no later than
the Wednesday, 14:00h, preceding its presentation to the class to —Moodle.

Together with all other students presenting an assignment #1 or #2 for the same
module, paper givers will offer a joint 5 minutes introduction to the topic of the
module at large. Subsequently, we split into parallel breakout groups, led by the
paper givers and the discussion of each breakout group will be summarized by a
rapporteur in the ensuing plenary. Assignment to breakout groups and to
rapporteur status is random and at the discretion of the instructor. The instructor
will visit the parallel breakout groups and subsequently will lead the concluding
discussion in the plenary.

Assignment #3: Solutions for Long-Term Climate Policy Challenges:
Video, Presentation, Q&A, Paper

A range of indicative enduring challenges will be made available on19 Nov. 2020,
yet you will be free to propose any comparable long-term climate policy challenge
you wish to pursue. Please submit a (max.) one-page proposal (ungraded) by 25
Nov. 2020 and book (as a group [5-6 ECTS] or individual [9-10 ECTS]) a slot for
consultation on 26 Nov. 2020, 14:00-16:00h (first come, first served).

In advance of the presentation of your preliminary final group paper on 17 Dec.
2020, please produce a ca. 5-10 minute group video which presents your suggested
solution(s) as well as a 1-2 page extended outline by 16 Dec. 2020, noon. The Q&A
session on your solutions will provide feedback on 17 Dec. 2020. The final paper is
due on 13 Jan. 2021.

Modules

Module 1: Course Overview

Course Overview

Module 2: Guest Lecture: Dr. Daniel Klingenfeld (Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research): The Science of Climate Change

IPCC. 2019. Global Warming of 1.5 °C, Geneva: IPCC.
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets /uploads/sites/2/2019/05/SR15 SPM ver
sion_report LR.pdf .

IPCC. 2014. Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report, Geneva: IPCC.
https:/ /www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/SYR_ARS_FINAL_full.p
df (skim).



https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/05/SR15_SPM_version_report_LR.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/05/SR15_SPM_version_report_LR.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full.pdf
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Module 3: Climate Change as a Long-Term Policy Challenge

Sprinz, Detlef F. 2009. Long-Term Environmental Policy: Definition, Knowledge,
Future Research. Global Environmental Politics 9 (3):1-8.

Levin, Kelly, Benjamin Cashore, Steven Bernstein, and Graeme Auld. 2012.
Overcoming the Tragedy of Super Wicked Problems: Constraining Our
Future Selves to Ameliorate Global Climate Change. Policy Sciences: 45 (2),
123-152. doi:10.1007/s11077-012-9151-0.

Dorsch, Marcel J., and Christian Flachsland 2017. A Polycentric Approach to
Global Climate Governance. Global Environmental Politic, 17(2), 45-64.
doi:10.1162/GLEP_a_00400.

Module 4: Global Climate Negotiations: History

Bodansky, Daniel, and Lavanya Rajamani. 2018. Chapter 2: The Evolution and
Governance Architecture of the United Nations Climate Change Regime.
Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and Enduring Challenges. U.
Luterbacher and D. F. Sprinz. Cambridge, MA, The MIT Press.

Brun, Aslak. 2016. Conference Diplomacy: The Making of the Paris Agreement.
Politics and Governance 4 (3):115-123.
http://dx.doi.org/10.17645/pag.v4i3.649.

Dimitrov, Radoslav S. 2016. The Paris Agreement on Climate Change: Behind
Closed Doors. Global Environmental Politics 16 (3):1-11.
doi:10.1162/GLEP_a_00361.

Watch the videos:

» Christina Figueres: The Inside Story of the Paris Climate Agreement
https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch?v=MIA_1xQc7x8,.

* Obama on Terrifying’ Threat of Climate Change,
https:/ /www.nytimes.com/video/us/politics/ 100000004632792 /obama-
on-terrifying-threat-of-climate-change.html.

Module 5: Actors I: Countries

UNFCCC. 2019. Party Groupings. https:/ /unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties / party-groupings

Sprinz, Detlef F., Guri Bang, Lars Briickner, and Yasuko Kameyama. 2018.
Chapter 7: Major Countries. Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and
Enduring Challenges. U. Luterbacher and D. F. Sprinz. Cambridge, MA, The
MIT Press.

Michaelowa, Katharina, and Axel Michaelowa. 2018. Chapter 10: Equity and
Development - Developing Countries in the International Climate
Negotiations. Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and Enduring
Challenges. U. Luterbacher and D. F. Sprinz. Cambridge, MA, The MIT
Press.

Terstad, Vegard, Hakon Seelen, and Live Standal Bgyum. 2020. The Domestic
Politics of International Climate Commitments: Which Factors Explain
Cross-Country Variation in NDC Ambition? Environmental Research Letters
15(2), 024021. doi:10.1088/1748-9326/ab63e0.
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Module 6: Actors II: Non-State Actors

Skodvin, Tora. 2018. Chapter 8: Non-State Actors in International Policy-Making:
The Kyoto Protocol and Beyond. Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and
Enduring Challenges. U. Luterbacher and D. F. Sprinz. Cambridge, MA, The
MIT Press.

Paterson, Matthew. 2018. Chapter 9: Business. Global Climate Policy: Actors,
Concepts, and Enduring Challenges. U. Luterbacher and D. F. Sprinz.
Cambridge, MA, The MIT Press.

Kuramochi, Takeshi et al. 2020. Beyond National Climate Action: The Impact of
Region, City, and Business Commitments on Global Greenhouse Gas
Emissions. Climate Policy 20(3), 275-291.
doi:10.1080/14693062.2020.1740150.

Module 7: Compliance & Implementation

Dai, Xinyuan. 2005. Why Comply? The Domestic Constituency Mechanism.
International Organization 59(2): 363-398.

Shishlov, Igor, Romain Morel, and Valentin Bellassen. 2016. Compliance of the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol in the First Commitment Period. Climate Policy
16(6), 768-782. doi:10.1080/14693062.2016.1164658.

Hovi, Jon, Mads Greaker, Cathrine Hagem, and Bjart Holtsmark. 2012. A Credible
Compliance Enforcement System for the Climate Regime. Climate Policy 12
(6):741-754. http:/ /dx.doi.org/10.1080/14693062.2012.692206.

Check www.unfccc.int (more specifically under the rubric of the Kyoto Protocol) for
compliance issues.

Module 8: Effective Climate Governance?

Helm, Carsten, and Detlef F. Sprinz. 2000. Measuring the Effectiveness of
International Environmental Regimes. Journal of Conflict Resolution 45
(5):630-652.

Dimitrov, Radoslav, Jon Hovi, Detlef F. Sprinz, Hakon Seelen, and Arild Underdal.
2019. Institutional and Environmental Effectiveness: Will the Paris
Agreement Work? WIREs Climate Change 2019;e583. doi:10.1002/wcc.583.

Almer, Christian, and Ralph Winkler. 2017. Analyzing the Effectiveness of
International Environmental Policies: The Case of the Kyoto Protocol. Journal
of Environmental Economics and Management 82, 125-151.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2016.11.003 .

Module 9: Compensation/Loss & Damage

Broberg, Morten. 2020. Interpreting the UNFCCC’s Provisions on ‘Mitigation’ and
‘Adaptation’ in Light of the Paris Agreement’s Provision on ‘Loss and
Damage’. Climate Policy 20(5), 527-533.
doi:10.1080/14693062.2020.1745744 .

Sprinz, Detlef F., and Steffen von Blinau. 2013. The Compensation Fund for
Climate Impacts. Weather, Climate, and Society 5 (3):210-20.
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Munich RE. 2019. NatCatSERVICE - Relevant Weather-Related Loss Events
Worldwide 1980-2018, 29 March 2019, Munich, Munich RE.

Swiss Re. 2014. sigma Natural Catastrophes And Man-Made Disasters in 2013:
Large Losses From Floods and Hail; Haiyan Hits the Philippines, Zurich,
Swiss Re, esp. 15-27.

Check http:/ /natcatservice.munichre.com for interactive analysis.

Module 10: Modeling Global Climate Negotiations, incl. Climate Clubs

Sprinz, Detlef F., Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Steffen Kallbekken, Frans Stokman,
Hakon Seelen, and Robert Thomson. 2016. Predicting Paris: Multi-Method
Approaches to Forecast the Outcomes of Global Climate Negotiations. Politics
and Governance 4 (3):172-187. doi:10.17645/pag.v4i3.654.

Sprinz, Detlef. F., Hakon Selen, Arild Underdal, and Jon Hovi. 2018. The
Effectiveness of Climate Clubs under Donald Trump. Climate Policy 18(7),
828-838. https://doi.org/10.1080/14693062.2017.1410090.

Aakre, Stine et al. 2018. Incentives for Small Clubs of Arctic Countries to Limit
Black Carbon and Methane Emissions. Nature Climate Change 8(1), 85-90.
doi:10.1038/s41558-017-0030-8.

Statement by President Trump on the Paris Climate Accord, 01 June 2017
https:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/06/01 /statement-
president-trump-paris-climate-accord,
https:/ /youtu.be/z99y6bUgJql.

Module 11: Guest Lecture: Matthias Honegger (Institute for Advanced
Sustainability Studies, Potsdam): Carbon Dioxide Removal and Solar
Geoengineering — Emerging Categories of Climate Action?

Carton, Wim et al. 2020. Negative Emissions And the Long History of Carbon
Removal. WIREs Climate Change, 11(6), e671. doi:10.1002 /wcc.671.

Horton, Joshua B., David W. and Matthias Honegger. 2016. Implications of the
Paris Agreement for Carbon Dioxide Removal and Solar Geoengineering.
Retrieved from Cambridge, MA: Harvard Project on Climate Agreements,
https:/ /www.belfercenter.org/sites/default/files/legacy/files/160700_horto
n-keith-honegger_vp2.pdf.

Boettcher, Miranda et al. 2017. Solar Radiation Management. Potsdam: IASS,
https:/ /www.iass-
potsdam.de/sites/default/files/files /fact_sheet_solar_radiation_managemen
t.pdf.

Boettcher, Miranda et al. 2017. Carbon Dioxide Removal. Potsdam: IASS,
https:/ /www.iass-
potsdam.de/sites/default/files/files/iass_factsheet_01_2017_en_carbon_dio
xide_removal.pdf.

Honegger, Matthias. 2020. Addressing Risks and Trade-Offs in Governance. In
(Ed.), International Governance of Climate Engineering. Information for
Policymakers. Marie-Valentine Florin. Lausanne . EPFL International Risk
Governance Center (IRGC). https://doi.org/10.5075/epfl-irgc-277726.
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Module 12: Solutions for Long-Term Climate Policy Challenges

Presentations + Q&A

Module 13: Course Review



