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®  The cooperatives were formed on a basis of a
ich tradition of an advanced cooperative system
latter part of the 19th century).
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of know-how)

®  The most important overall structural change -
politically motivated socialistic collectivization and
intensification of agriculture.

®  High value of soil - small farmers were willing to
: join the cooperative but richer landholders had to be
coerced.
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younger generation had lost positive
toward the land (lack of knowledge of the
farms, no management experience).
B diminishing agricultural output (highly
roductive areas (mainly in lowlands) have bee
: intensified but marginal areas with poorer soils.
ave been abandoned).
. stock decrease
agmentation of large —scale fields, decrease —
of fertilizers and pesticides = positive effect s -
gical and landscape diversity.

The region was settled in 14th century. Tending of cattle and sheep,
growing cereals, woodcutting and charcoal burning were the main activities
of people
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®  Fertilization, which leads to increased
biomass and to dominance of a few
species reduces species richness in
temperate grasslands (Goldberg and
Miller, 1990) (Eriksson, A., et. al, 1995)
= Historical factors, i.e. duration and
intensity of management is also important
for species richness in grasslands (Watt,
1981)

®  Area is an important determinant of
species richness, irrespective of habitat
heterogeneity. Isolation in space also play
significant role. (Bruun, H., 1999)

®  Cutting intensity/ abandonment
(Krahulec et al., 1996)
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Main reasons for biodiversity loss due to
intensification of agriculture:

B Liquidation of hedges (e.g. non-forest wood
vegetation)

:®  Fragmentation of natural blotopes
. ®  Hydro melioration .
: B Intensive pasture

®  High loads of pesticides and fertilizers, short
rotation periods  of crops)
Abandonment of agricultural land caused by

Establishment of grasslands in the territory was connected Wlth :
raising of cattle. Traditional management of grasslands with a : :
scythe is continuing today mainly on small patches of private
meadows. After collection of hay, some meadows are grazed.

; Occasionally, farmers improve meadows with seeds or fertilize
: them with inorganic or organic fertilizers.
: Grasslands in holding of limited company Rolan (former :
: cooperative) are intensively managed, improved with seed :
: mixtures and fertilized with sanytr.
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