LBES: Urban Sprawl in dwindling European agglomerations - Sustainable development and Policy Implications

Introduction: SR, Hypothesis:
+ Dwindling regions (shrinking pop. or businesses) ﬁoss_ess sufficient space in the inner AT NI h (e % People in dwindling regions move for other
city: a suburban development seems less comprehensible compared to growing i reasons to the suburbs than in growing

cities, as e.g. lack of space. It uncovers the
real/pure personal incentives to move.

+ Dwindling regions follow the life-cycle
theory in a very long time span.

< Dwindling encompasses a set of
characteristics and interdependencies which
form a process and enable younger
dwindling regions to learn from older ones.

“+The personal CO2emissions when living in
urban inner areas differ from those in
suburban areas, but with decreasing extent
as technology for heating, insulation and
automobile technology decreases energy
demand.

agglomerations

< Europe with its old tradition, industrial economical basis and accompanied inflexibility
faces maﬂ'or adaptation problems in times of faster change, e.g. change from the
industrial to the service economy, globalisation

% The cities as places for marketing and business and with its long-lasting structures
face strong problems of adaptation which is solved with development on the urban
fringes

« Urban sprawl is associated with

<+land use change from rural or natural to urban uses
«with longer commuting distances and motorized individual traffic
- more transport CO2
<»with bigger living spaces - more heating energy and land consumption

- unsustainable development

Research Question;
Why do people move to the suburbs in dwindling regions?
Is the process in line with the life-cycle-theory of urban areas (urbanisation/ sub-urbanisation/ des-urbanisation/ re-urbanisation)? Can younger dwindling regions learn from older ones ?
What is the accountable (!!!) difference in personal CO2emissions (excluding construction) between urban and suburban living?
What planning and policy alternatives remain to steer urban development towards a more sustainable European urban landscape?
Further Questions: What is more sustainable - re-urbanisation or sub-urbanisation with technological progress?
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paths and its implications for

First Results: sustainable development

Sprawl in dwindling regions is a pattern.

Sprawl increases because of the dwindling environment as long as the inner cities are not renovated and cleared and living space remains un-refurbished.

Dwindling induces sprawl.

% People move especially for environmentally criteria as e.g. proximity to green spaces (extremely few in old-industrialised areas and on brownfields) and
quietness (seldom in cities under renovation), not so much for financial reasons since property prices are lower

< When cities are renovated re-urbanisation begins - induced life-cycle

% Policy options: availability restrictions (as e.g. greenbelts in England), re-urbanisation and inner city renovation strategies - restrictions for residential sprawl
easy enforceable, instruments for the restriction of greenfield development by industrial, retail and business sectors less successful

...  still missing:

“*Quantification of CO2emmissions between inner and outer urban areas

<»Comparison of younger and older dwindling region
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