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Overview 

 
Dr Brigitte Knopf is a senior researcher at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research. 
Her scientific work focuses on low concentration pathways of CO2 emissions for mitigating 
climate change. Her main interest is the transformation towards a low carbon economy and 
the assessment of the economic consequences and technological requirements for mitigation. 
She coordinated the work-package on “Mitigation at the global level” within the EU project 
ADAM and is editor of a special issue on the ADAM model comparison. At PIK she is leader of 
the flagship project LOW-C on the assessment of low stabilization scenarios. Brigitte Knopf 
holds a PhD in physics and has a background in climate modeling, especially the Indian Mon-
soon, and in the assessment of uncertainties. In a recent project she is developing long-term 
scenarios for the energy system in Germany. 
 
 

Professional Experience 

 
Since 1/2007  Senior Researcher at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research 

(PIK) in the Department Sustainable Solutions led by Prof. O. Edenhofer.  

 1/2007 – 7/2009: Scientific coordinator of the workpackage „Mitiga-
tion at the global level“ of the EU project ADAM (Adaptation and 
Mitigation Strategies). Responsible for the coordination of the 
ADAM model comparison of energy-economy models 

 Since 1/2008: Leader of the PIK-activity LOW-C for exploring the 
feasibility of low stabilisation scenarios 

 Since 1/2007: Project member of “Climate Change and Justice”, 
funded by Misereor and Munich Re Foundation 

 



3/2001 – 12/2006 PhD student at PIK, member of the department for Integrated Systems 
Analysis. Research activities: Modelling the Indian monsoon; Indian 
monsoon and climate change; uncertainty analysis and uncertainty as-
sessment; Integrated assessment of climate change 

 1/2004 – 12/2006: Project leader of the PIK-project EURECA (Ex-
ploring uncertainty for environmental change related decision mak-
ing), a platform for uncertainty  

 
11/1999 – 2/2001 Employee in the R&D department of the Phönix SonnenWärme AG, Ber-

lin, Germany. Responsible for the advancement of solar thermal plants  
 

 

Education and academic degrees  

 
11/2006 PhD in Physics (magna cum laude), University of Potsdam, Germany. 

Title: On Intrinsic Uncertainties in Earth System Modelling, supervised by 
Prof. John Schellnhuber 

 
7/1999 Diploma in Physics (Distinction), University of Marburg, Germany. Title: 

Feedback control of a thermosyphonically driven recharge unit of a hot 
water storage for solar thermal plants (in german), supervised by Prof. 
Hans Ackermann 

 
10/1993 – 7/1999 Graduate studies in Physics at the Philipps-University of Marburg, Ger-

many. Specialisation: solar energy 
 
1984 –1993 Abitur (German A levels), Albert-Einstein Gymnasium St. Augustin, Ger-

many (grade 1,0), best of the year 
 
 
 

Projects  

 
Since 9/2009 Project member of two projects dealing with the transformation of the 

German energy system  
 
Since 1/2007 Project member of “Climate Change and Justice”, funded by Misereor 

and Munich Re Foundation  
 
1/2007 – 7/2009 Scientific coordinator of the workpackage „Mitigation at the global level“    

of the EU project ADAM (Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies).   
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